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October 8, 2020




On Oct. 7, California Senator Kamala Harris and incumbent Vice President Mike Pence
met in Utah for the only vice presidential debate of 2020.
The debate was moderated by Susan Page of USA Today and extra precautions were taken
to protect both candidates and the crowd. Among these were plexiglass dividers between
the candidates and requiring the audience to wear masks.
The debate was divided into multiple segments, covering a range of topics including
COVID-19, the economy and climate change. 
The first question asked of Harris was what a Biden administration would have done
differently in handling the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Our plan is around what we need to do around contact tracing and the vaccine and
making that vaccine free for everyone,” said Harris.
Pence was asked a similar question on why the U.S. death toll was higher than any other
wealthy countries’ death toll. 
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“Our plan is similar to the Biden Harris plan, and their plan seems a little like plagiarism,”
said Pence.
Harris responded, “Well what you have done so far doesn’t seem to have worked.”
Pence was asked about the event announcing Amy Coney Barrett as the Supreme Court
nominee in the Rose Gardens, an event many denote as a “superspreader” event because of
the numerous positive cases of those who attended and a lack of social distancing and
mask wearing.
“President Trump wants to trust the American People to make their own decisions about
their health,” said Pence.
Harris was asked about the vaccine that Trump’s administration is trying to work with
multiple companies to prepare it for use as soon as possible, and whether she would trust
it and if the American People should trust it. 
“If our public health officials recommend us to take it and Fauci recommends it, I’ll take
it,” she said.
Harris was asked about the current jobs crisis and the current unemployment rate and the
effect they have had on minority groups.
“Joe Biden will invest the money into the American people,” she said. “We will invest into
infrastructure and innovation.”
Pence was asked if the American people should expect a recovery of our economy to which
he responded, “Our economy is on the ballot in November” and attacked Biden and Harris
on their plan to raise taxes on wealthy Americans.
Harris clarified that “Joe Biden does not want to raise taxes of anyone who is making under
$400,000 a year.” 
Pence was asked about the record setting forest fires and hurricanes and whether climate
change causes extreme weather.
“The climate is changing and the question is what is causing it,” and attacked the Green
New Deal, claiming “we’re actually working toward a better environment.” 
Harris was asked about what the stance would be of the Biden Harris administration on the
Green New Deal, as someone who co-sponsored the plan, but Biden said in the last debate
he did not support it.
“We have seen a pattern in this administration that they don’t believe in science,” she said.
“Joe does and wants to use his plan to create jobs.”
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Both candidates were asked about the U.S. relationship with China. Pence took an
adversary stance against China, blaming them for the COVID-19 crisis. 
On the other hand, Harris said that China couldn’t be the only one to blame and that “the
Trump administration got rid of the pandemic response team.”
Asked what her definition was of American leadership and foreign policy in her opinion,
Harris said, “We need to stand with our allies and we need to know who our adversaries
are” and that “the current administration has embraced enemies of our democracy.”
Pence responded, saying “When President Trump came into office, ISIS had taken over an
area the size of Pennsylvania and the president deployed troops to the Middle East to push
back ISIS.” 
He also said that the Obama administration hesitated on the current conflict in the Middle
East, further claiming that, with the Trump administration, “the American people are
safer.”
Asked about the nomination of Amy Coney Barrett to the U.S. Supreme Court and Roe v.
Wade, Pence said that “we hope she gets a fair chance” and that “we hope her christian
faith will not be attacked.”
“Joe has been very clear, as the American people are, let the American people fill that seat
in the White House, and then we’ll fill that seat on the United States Supreme Court,”
Harris replied. “I want women to have the ability to make their own choices about their
body.”
Harris and Pence were both asked about the Breonna Taylor case and whether justice was
served in the case against the police officers who fatally shot her in her apartment. 
“I don’t believe so and I have discussed this with her mother,” said Harris. “We need
reform of our policing and criminal system. This is a time for leadership.”
“I trust our justice system,” said Pence, proceeding to denounce violent protests. “Rioters
and looters must be prosecuted.”
Harris was asked if Biden wins and Trump refuses a peaceful transfer of power what she
and Biden will do to address that.
“We believe in the American people,” she said. “We believe in our democracy. It is within
our power if we use our vote and we use our voice to choose the course of our democracy.”
“The administration of Biden tried to overturn the last election,” said Pence, further saying
that “the FBI spied on our campaign” and that the Democrats tried to “impeach the
president over a phone call.” 
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The final question of the debate was written by Brecklynn Brown, an eighth grader from
Utah, who was invited to submit an essay answering the question: “If you could ask the vice
presidential candidates one question, what would you ask any why?”
Brown asked: “When I watch the news all I see is arguing between Democrats and
Republicans. When I watch the news all I see is citizen fighting against citizen. When I
watch the news all I see are two candidates trying to tear each other down. If our leaders
can’t get along, how are the citizens supposed to get along?”
“I would tell you that I don’t assume that what you’re seeing on your local news networks is
synonymous with the American people,” said Pence.
Pence went on to mention the relationship between the late Supreme Court Justices
Antonin Scalia and Ruth Bader Ginsburg.
“One very liberal, one very conservative,” he said. “But what’s been learned since her
passing was the two of them and their families were the very closest friends. I mean, here
in America, we can disagree.”
“One of the reasons Joe decided to run was because of the Charlottesville protests,” said
Harris. “Joe has known pain. He has known suffering and he has known love.” she said he
wants to extend that love to the american people. 
The next presidential debate is scheduled to be held on Oct. 15, however it is unclear at this
time whether this debate will be held on this day or postponed or canceled due to President
Donald Trump’s recent diagnosis of COVID-19.
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SGA Senate votes on Code of Law changes
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/08/sga-student-senate-votes-on-code-of-law-changes/
Miranda Prescott, News Editor
The Jacksonville State University Student Senate convened Monday night and voted
unanimously to approve a bill to revise the Code of Laws.
Senate Bill 28 allows the wording of the Code of Laws to read that the Student Senate would
need a simple majority to pass any resolution or bill. A simple majority is defined in this
bill as “50% + 1 of the members present.”
“This Bill will allow for a rewording of the Code of Laws,” said Senator Bria Clendenning,
author of the resolution. “it brings the power we have already as part of the Senate into a
text format.”
“It is setting the precedent for future votes,” said Senator Adam McNeal, the other author
of the bill.
The Senate also voted to approve Senate Bill 29. This bill allows the Vice President of
Student Senate to remove a Senator after three absences from a meeting with a preliminary
meeting and solidifies an attendance policy within the Senate.
“Senators could miss four or five meetings and could simply meet with the VPSS to discuss
their absences to determine their status,” said Senator Matt Reed, who authored the bill.
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“Some circumstances can allow the senator to be exempted from the attendance policy.” 
Other business:
SGA President Jerod Sharp proposed making designated spaces students and professors
could rent out during their class time. These spaces included the TMB auditorium, Leone
Cole and other designated rooms in other academic buildings. The idea was met with some
positivity within the Student Senate and is being put together by the Provost’s office.
“I think this is a great idea,” said one senator.
“I think we all miss the traditional in-class format that came before the COVID-19
pandemic,” said Sharp. “This could help out with student engagement in their classes.” 
One issue that a senator brought up with this is the lack of supervision in these areas. Vice
President of Student Senate Cindy Danini said that the Provost’s office is working on this,
citing their ideas of a webcam or some sort of supervision that would be allowed in these
areas to maintain some accountability.
Several senators reminded their peers to go out and vote. “There are not many countries
with this right,” said Senator Natalie Walls.
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Netflix has ‘upped their game’ with new original ‘Emily
in Paris’
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/08/netflix-has-upped-their-game-with-new-original-emily-in-paris/
Breanna Hill, Features Editor
Netflix has done it again. Another Netflix Original series has graced our screens and made
its way onto the top ten list. The growing popularity of “Emily in Paris” caught my attention
immediately and I decided to give it a shot. Simply reading the description of the show
convinced me to give it a chance, and let me tell you, I was not disappointed. 
I have a bad habit of growing bored with shows very easily, which means I watch maybe a
couple of episodes and if a single thing happens within the conflict that I don’t like, I give
up. It’s definitely not my proudest habit I have. I was weary that this show would cause this
tragic habit to flare up again, but it did quite the opposite. 
I was instantly captivated by the characters and the journey of self-discovery Emily so
desperately set out for. She left all she had known and took a risk, something most of us
wish we would do. Emily’s journey is not the only prospect of the show that caused me to
binge it in less than two days. Unlike some series, this one doesn’t take so long to build the
storyline up. It happened immediately, and I was living for it.
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Though it’s a series primarily focused on romance, and lots of it (yay), there is so much
more to the storyline that even romance haters can enjoy such as the journey of self-
discovery that lands Emily in Paris. It also sheds light on the marketing field and all that
plays into it. It’s quite interesting how the show creators managed to incorporate that so
beautifully. 
Lily Collins stars in the series playing the lead role Emily, and she did a heck of a job. The
characters within the show are so dynamic and they all play a crucial role that adds depth
to the series. The chemistry is there between all of the characters and I believe one of the
biggest reasons this show is so incredible is because of how well the actors and actresses
work together on set. 
In the first season there are ten episodes ranging anywhere from 25-40 minutes, and each
one is packed with even more drama than the last. Predictability is noticed throughout the
show, but not as much as there usually is in series much like this one. I will say that there
were some parts of the storyline that completely caught me off guard, which is all I can ask
for to make a series like this stand out to me and other viewers. 
One of the best things about this show is the cliffhanger in the very last episode. I was so
sure the storyline was going in a certain direction and then I got to the last few minutes of
the last episode and it takes a different turn. 
I’m usually weary of Netflix Originals just because of the cringey content that was
produced once they first began showing Netflix Originals, but they have really upped their
game and I can’t get enough of it. 
Hopefully with the outpouring love of the series from fans Netflix will get the hint and
renew the series for another season. The fans deserve more answers and definitely more of




JSU Organization Spotlight: Reformed University
Fellowship (RUF)
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/08/jsu-organization-spotlight-reformed-university-fellowship-ruf/
Breanna Hill, Features Editor
Reformed University Fellowship was formed in the early 1970s, but has been an
organization at Jacksonville State since 2012. RUF is meant to help students deepen their
spiritual lives as they grow academically in college. 
On a day-to-day basis this organization meets in small groups to talk about different topics.
The organization prides itself on always having someone like pastor Daniel and/or intern
Hannah to talk when someone is in need.
RUF works incredibly hard to help all those in need. The organization is known to send
members on mission trips to places such as New Orleans and New York. Most recently,
though, they sent students to a summer conference in PCB during 2019 to aid in helping
build sheds when Hurricane Michael hit.
COVID-19 has altered procedures for all organizations on campus, and this one is dealing
with the shift very well. To keep members involved in the organization despite the ongoing
pandemic, the organization has begun having small group and individual meetings while
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saving their larger meetings through virtual platforms. Larger groups are slowly beginning
to be permitted around campus, which allows RUF to resume in-person Wednesday night
meetings. 
Getting involved with RUF is easy. Begin by following their Instagram account where the
ministry keeps members up-to-date. Their GroupMe is also listed in their bio on their
Instagram account. If you’re still on the fence about joining this amazing organization,
they’ve made it easy for you. There are no commitments. RUF leaves their membership
open and does not require any sort of commitment, and you’re able to join any gathering
they host. 
RUF loves contributing many attributes to the university. They believe their presence,
along with the free food and other fun events for the general student population, is some of
their prime attributions to the university. 
The organization meets Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. Make sure to keep your eyes on their
Instagram account as well as the JSU event calendar for updates on meetings and RUF
sponsored-events.
RUF is an on-campus community of the convinced and unconvinced seeking to love JSU,
form lasting friendships, ask tough questions about the faith and follow Jesus.
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Nature has always been a big part of my life. Since I was about 13 or 14 years old I’ve dealt
with anxiety, and introducing myself to the outside world has been one of the greatest
things I’ve done. Since moving to Jacksonville for school, I’ve even noticed that the
atmosphere is much different here. It seems easier to breathe since I’m now higher up and
closer to the mountains.
It’s easy to find ways to become more active outdoors, doing things like hiking, swimming,
doing yard work, or just sitting outside and enjoying the weather. These things can lead to
stress relief, improved immune systems, and personally, I’ve noticed that I’ve become
happier spending more time outside and I’ve found new things to paint and photograph. 
I’m offering a challenge to anyone who is willing to try something new. Go outside and find
something you like to do that involves nature, whether it’s hiking, maybe something in the
water like fishing, kayaking, swimming, or going outside to paint, read, walk, or whatever






JSU finalizes seven-game spring football schedule
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/08/jsu-finalizes-seven-game-spring-football-schedule/
Thomas Ashworth, Correspondent
The Jacksonville State Gamecocks have announced their 2021 spring football schedule.
After a four game, nonconference season in fall 2020, the Gamecocks will play seven
games against Ohio Valley Conference opponents, JSU athletics confirmed on Wednesday.
In a news release about the spring , OVC commissioner Beth DeBauche stated, “It is our
sincere intention and desire to provide our student-athletes with an opportunity to play
football this spring assuming the facts surrounding the pandemic support it. We are excited
to have plans and a schedule in place for it helps to create a sense of certainty during these
uncertain times.”
Every week of JSU football — with the exception of Easter Sunday — will be played on
Sunday afternoons. The OVC season will start on Feb. 21 and will conclude on April 11.
FCS Playoff Selections will take place on April 18 and the postseason will begin on April
24.
JSU Athletic Director Greg Seitz is ready for the spring season and is excited for the
opportunity to play these OVC games.
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“We’re excited the OVC was able to put together this plan to allow our student-athletes to
compete for a conference championship with this spring schedule,” said Seitz. “With the
football schedule being played on Sunday, it allows us and our fans to avoid as many
conflicts as possible, since all of our 17 varsity sports could be competing at the same
time.”
JSU’s schedule features three home games and four away games. The Gamecocks’ season
will begin on Feb. 21 when they travel to Nashville, Tenn. to play Tennessee State. Then,
JSU will play at home against Tennessee Tech on Feb. 28. 
The league will take a week off during the OVC Basketball Championships, which are set to
take place on the weekend of March 6 and March 7. 
JSU will then travel to Martin, Tenn. to play against UT Martin on March 14. Following
that game, the Gamecocks will have two home games in a row: Southeast Missouri on
March 21 and Austin Peay on March 28. Finally, JSU will wrap up its 2021 spring schedule
with two away games. The first will be played on April 3 in Charleston, Ill. against Eastern
Illinois. Finally, the Gamecocks’ season will conclude on April 11 in Murray, Ky. when they
play against Murray State.
After the April 18 playoff selection, a 16-team FCS Playoff bracket will be played over four
consecutive weeks. The FCS Season will conclude with the Division I Football
Championship Game, which is set to be played in Frisco, Texas in mid-May.
“Words can’t express how proud I am of all of our Gamecock student-athletes for how they
have handled these unprecedented times and represented Jacksonville State so well,” said
Seitz. “I’m glad the NCAA will allow them to compete for this championship without
costing them a year of eligibility. It’s just the right thing to do.”
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JSU organizations show Gamecock spirit with ‘Paint the




If you have spent much time around Jacksonville since Oct. 4, you may have noticed many
of Jacksonville’s local businesses are showing off their school spirit with decorated
storefronts.
That’s because Homecoming Week is upon us again as the Gamecocks prepare to take on
the Mercer Bears this Saturday. In an effort to ramp up school spirit as the community
anticipates the return of the football team, many of the student organizations have teamed
up with local businesses to “Paint the Town Red.”
Veronica Bjorkman, JSU’s assistant dean of students for student life, said that the
university was inspired to implement “Paint the Town Red” as a Homecoming theme after
hearing the idea.
“We liked the contest idea so much that we decided to make it our overall Homecoming
theme this year, because it represents JSU school spirit and a sense of staying united as a
community during these challenging times,” said Bjorkman.
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Student life at Jacksonville State University has looked a little bit different this year due to
the pandemic. Though the university student life policies have changed as the COVID-19
situation changes, masks have always been required on-campus this semester and social
distancing has been enforced.
Homecoming is no different, as evident by the decision to not host a Homecoming
showcase and parade.
In an effort to keep the community close, Bjorkman said she has worked with the Student
Government Association to come up with an idea for a friendly contest. Together, they
chose to “paint the town red” by pairing student organizations up with local businesses to
decorate their storefront windows for homecoming week.
Student organizations and businesses were paired as follows:
Alpha Xi Delta – Loco Mex
Freshmen Forum – Red Threads
Pi Kappa Alpha – Struts
JSU Ambassadors – Waffle House
The Wesley Foundation – Amy Angel
IGA – Zeta Tau Alpha
Phi Mu – Heirloom Taco
On Tuesday, a panel of judges went to inspect the decorated windows. The winners of the
contest will be announced on Saturday during the third quarter of the Mercer game. Each
of the top three contenders will receive a commemorative plaque as well as the first-place
school organization receiving $500, second place receiving $300 and third place receiving
$200.
This theme stretches out over the course of the week as there are a series of other
decorative competitions being held in addition to the namesake contest.
Many things look different as we gear up to welcome our football team home. Though the
pandemic is keeping everyone at a distance, it is heartwarming to see local businesses and
students collaborate to support our university. Yet we can all take comfort in knowing that
we have a community that sticks together through thick and thin. 
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The runoff election for Jacksonville City Council Place 4 has concluded, with Sherry Laster
securing victory over Adam Allen. The winner of the election will be sworn into office on
Nov. 3. Below are the unconfirmed results.
Jacksonville City Council Place 4
Sherry Laster: 607 votes, 58%
Adam Allen: 432 votes, 42%
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Beloved JSU employee ‘Miss Peggy’ dies at 86
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/08/beloved-jsu-employee-miss-peggy-dies-at-86/
Angelica Luna, Correspondent
Peggy Key, a long time employee of Jacksonville State University’s dining services, died on
Sunday, Oct. 4 at the age of 86, surrounded by her family.
During her 32 years working with Jacksonville State dining, Key, known by students as
“Miss Peggy,” would continuously check on students, make sure not a soul went hungry
and even pay for meals out of her own pocket to feed anyone in need.
Many students who came to the Theron Montgomery Building would make their way
through long lines just to speak to her. Fellow employees would look forward to shifts or
lunch breaks because they knew she would be there to engage in conversation, and make
them laugh. 
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“Try to find a picture where she isn’t
hugging someone,” said Key’s
daughter, Becky, pictured left. (Photo
courtesy of Becky Key)
“She definitely pushed me to work hard and be the
best I could be, but was also kind, sweet, and like
another grandmother to me,” said her former
coworker Taylor Hegenheiser.
Hegenheiser celebrated a memory with Miss Peggy
about a busy day at work.
“I can remember when nobody wanted to come to my
line because they had to hug Miss Peggy,” he said.
“There were days she had to make people come to my
line because hers was so full.”
During a discussion, Miss Peggy’s daughter, Becky
Key, spoke passionately about her mother’s
personality.
“She was truly the perfect grandmother to all kids,”
said Becky Key. “She took anyone under her wing.”
Becky Key spoke of memories between her mother
and students she met during work, and how her familiarity with trials made her the right
person to bring kindness to those who were struggling.
“She was a true example of an angel on earth; a beautiful soul and precious spirit,” she
said.
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Peggy Key was a two-time breast cancer survivor. Here,
she can be seen adding her name to a wall with other
survivors and loved ones affected by the disease. (Photo
courtesy of Becky Key)
Miss Peggy was a two-time breast
cancer survivor. She is remembered
by Becky Key to have always kept a
“warm smile on her face.”
She is remembered and celebrated by
many students on social media as
someone who was always there to
talk, hug and brighten days.
Her family will be celebrating her life
through loving memorials, but
encourage those who would like to
express their support to send
memorials to a Breast Cancer
support organization, Venecia’s




‘I am not learning whatsoever’: JSU students express




Over the summer, Jacksonville State University made the decision for all courses to either
transition to hybrid courses — partially online and partially in-person — or 100% online
courses due to concerns about the spread of COVID-19.
This means that this fall, there are no classes being offered at JSU that meet in-person
100% of the time.
Professors and instructors at JSU paint a rosy picture of the online and hybrid learning
experience, with one saying that all of her students are “engaged and ready to work.”
However, many JSU students say that their online courses haven’t been conducive to a
productive learning environment.
“I am not learning whatsoever,” said Allison Martin, a JSU junior majoring in marketing. “I
feel like since I don’t have the routine of a lecture I don’t retain anything. It seems like my
professors are just giving us assignments to give us assignments and it does nothing for
me.”
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Martin is taking five fully-online courses this semester and said that she wishes professors
“were putting in as much effort as they expect from me.”
Kiley-may Glenn, a first-time JSU freshman majoring in early childhood education,
expressed concerns about online learning.
“I think a lot of people forget that our freshman class graduated high school during the
height of everything,” said Glenn. “We’ve been taking online classes since March, and with
our teachers not being prepared to teach us online then, we missed out on the things we
would’ve learned those last few months of senior year.” 
Glenn also expressed that she does not feel like she is learning at all in her classes, of which
two are 100% online and three are hybrid.
“We are given so much work in these online classes that it just feels like I’m rushing to meet
all of the deadlines for assignments,” she said. “I don’t have the time or energy to absorb
anything before the next assignment is due.” 
Camryn McGraw, a JSU sophomore majoring in nursing, thinks that classes related to your
major and/or upper-level classes should not be online at all, and only hybrid if “critically
necessary.” McGraw said that upper-level classes are more difficult and require more
hands-on learning that is difficult to replicate in an online environment.
“Typically basic classes aren’t as hard or as important to your future career as upper level
courses, so I find it more acceptable for them to be online,” said McGraw.
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